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rHE MESSIAH An Oratorio by George Frederick Handel 
George Frederick Handel (born in Halle, Germany, in 1685; died 
in London, 1759) composed the eleventh of his twenty-three 
oratorios, Messiah, in three weeks. The Christmas portion 
presented at this performance, which deals with the prophecy and 
realization of God's Plan to redeem mankind by the coming of the 
Messiah, was marked as complete on August 28 , 1741, only six 
days after work was begun on the oratorio. 
)VERTURE 
~OMFORT YE, MY PEOPLE 
::VERY VALLEY SHALL BE EXALTED 
\ND THE GLORY OF THE LORD 
,HUS SAITH THE LORD 
3UT WHO MAY ABIDE THE DAY OF HIS COMING 
\ND HE SHALL PURIFY 
3EHOLD, A VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE 
) THOU THAT TELLEST GOOD TIDINGS TO ZION 
'OR, BEHOLD, DARKNESS SHALL COVER THE EARTH 
-HE PEOPLE THAT WALKED IN DARKNESS 
'OR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN 
Orchestra 
John Stroud 
Chorus 
Lewis Musgrove 
Chorus 
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and Chorus 
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-HERE WERE SHEPHERDS ABIDING IN THE FIELD JoAnne Desmond 
,ND LO! THE ANGEL OF THE LORD CAME UPON THEM 
,ND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO THEM 
,ND SUDDENLY THERE WAS WITH THE ANGEL 
,LORY TO GOD 
!EJOICE GREATLY, 0 DAUGHTER OF ZION 
-HEN SHALL THE EYES OF THE BLIND BE OPENED 
IE SHALL FEED HIS FLOCK LIKE A SHEPHERD 
:OME UNTO HIM 
HS YOKE IS EASY 
IALLELUJAH! 
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Robert Oppelt, Conductor 
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The Centra l Illinois Chamber Orchestra, newly organized and conducted by Dr. Robert 
Oppelt of the I. S. U . Music C>epartment, i s made up of professional musicians from the 
Bloomington-Normal area. The Orchestra plans to present two concerts in January, 
one in Bloomington and one in Normal. 
ABOUT THE SO LOISTS. 
Mrs. JoAnne Desmond, 808 Bryan, Normal, has a degree i.n music from Macalester 
College , St. Paul, Minnesota. She has had further voice study at the Royal Conserva-
tory of Music in Brussels, Belgium. Mrs. Desmond has sung recitals and o ratorio in 
Minneapolis, St. Paul, Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Albany, New York. She i s the wife 
of Dr. Richard Desmond, Assistant to the Dean of Faculties. 
Mrs. Judith Fitzpatrick, 106 Meadowbrook, Bloomington, holds a Bachelor of Music 
degree from the University of Connecticut. She has had further voice study at Indiana 
University and the University of Iowa. Mrs. Fitzpatrick has appeared as soloist with 
the Indiana University Hoosiers and Queens , the Cedar Rapids Community Orchestra 
and the First Presbyterian Church in Iowa City. She has made radio appearances in 
New Britain, Conn . and Baltimore, Md. Mrs. Fitzpatrick is the wife of Dr. James 
Fitzpatrick, Assistant Professor of Music at I. S. U. 
Mr. John Stroud, Colfax, Illinois, is choral director at Octavia High School. Mr. 
Stroud holds the Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degrees i.n music from 
Illinois State Univers ity. He has appeared as soloist for I. S. U. performa nces of 
Messiah both as an undergraduate and as a graduate student. Mr. Stroud has been 
active in the Bloomington-Nor mal Community Players. 
Mr, Lewis Musgrove, 718 North School Street, Normal, holds a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Central Washington College of Education and has had further study at the 
University of Nevada. He has appeared as sol o ist with the Portland Symphonic Choir, 
the Reno Symphony Orchestra, the Sonoma College Philharmonic and church choirs 
throughout Washington, Oregon, Nevada, and Cal ifornia. He taught high school m usic 
for nine years and is presently Sales Development Staff Coordinator for State Farm 
Insurance Companies. 
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The !SU-Community Chorus was organized in the Fall of 1968. The Chorus is made up of approximately 
one-third students and twerthirds community residents. Although the majority of the singers are from the 
Bloomington-Normal community, the communities of Carlock, Coal City, Colfax, Deer Creek, Ellsworth, 
Eureka, Heyworth, Hudson, LeRoy, Morris, Pontiac, and Towanda are also represented. Occupations 
and professions represented in the Chorus include: housewives, teachers, secretaries, school adminis-
trators, salesmen, ministers, physicians, and various others. The Chorus plans to present Brahms' 
German Requiem in May. 
